
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Hackettstown and Great Meadows Regional School community members,  
 
With Autumn quickly approaching, it is a reminder of new beginnings for students and staff and a time to surpass all of the goals we achieved 
last school year. The commencement of the 2018-2019 school year will reflect positive, new changes in building level leadership, continued 
partnerships and other changes district-wide. 
  
At this time last year, our districts were well underway with the much anticipated joint feasibility study results.  While both Boards of 
Education have agreed that they are content with our current status and will not continue to move forward with the possibility of altering the 
send-receive agreement, the joint feasibility study will continue to be used as a vehicle to steer our districts going forward into the future. 
That said, at the Hackettstown March 21, 2018 public meeting, the Board of Education voted on re-districting our elementary schools for the 
2019-2020 school year. In Great Meadows, the Board of Education will continue to monitor fluctuation of student enrollment, coupled with 
substantial loss in state aid.  
 
Both school districts are nearing the end of the Strategic Plan. Hackettstown’s plan will expire and conclude in 2018, while Great Meadows 
will follow in 2019. Our community input and collaboration has been the single most important aspect to the process. As always, Central 
Office will update and communicate the results of the Strategic Plan at our respective December public meetings. Past presentations are 
posted on both district websites should you wish to review them. Going forward, as the districts face varying future concerns, a new Strategic 
Plan will come into place at future dates to be determined. I encourage all community members to be part of the solution in developing and 
crafting a vision for our school community.  
 
During the month of August, both districts have placed a school security survey for parents, staff and community members to complete. The 
timetable for completion is Monday, September 30th. I encourage all members of our communities to be active participants as final results 
will be shared with the Boards of Education for potential future security enhancements. In that same vein, this coming school year, all 
students will be required to wear student identification cards. The building principals will provide further detail at their Back to School Night 
ceremonies. Last, in Great Meadows, all school visitors will be required to have identification on their person to access our facilities as the 
district will be implementing Lobby Guard. This is shared in advance and again, the building principals will discuss further as well. We have 
had great success in Hackettstown regarding this implementation and are happy to introduce it to Great Meadows.  
 
Last, I would like to introduce new and familiar members of our administrative inter-district cabinet. Former Assistant Principal of 
Hackettstown Middle School, Mr. Jonathan Beyer, has been named Principal of the Willow Grove School. Mrs. Sheena Delgaizo has been 
named Principal of the Hackettstown Middle School. In Great Meadows, former Assistant Principal at Great Meadows Middle School, Mrs. 
Jessica McDonagh, has been named new Acting Principal of Liberty School. I congratulate them on their new leadership roles and ask that 
staff, students, and community members partner with them in making the 2018-2019 school year as productive as can be.  
 
Below are a list of reminder dates that will keep you up-to-date with our Board of Education meetings and other school related events:  

- September 19, 2018 – Hackettstown BOE Mtg. @ 7 pm.   2017-2018 PARCC Assessment Review- Mrs. Grigoletti  
- September 25, 2018 – Great Meadows BOE Mtg. @ 7 pm.   2017-2018 PARCC Assessment Review- Mrs. Grigoletti  
- October 16, 2018 – Great Meadows BOE Mtg. @ 7 pm  Students of the Month Presentations Commence  
- October 17, 2018 – Hackettstown BOE Mtg. @ 7 pm  Students of the Month Presentations Commence  
-November 14, 2018 – Hackettstown BOE Mtg. @ 7 pm Pre-K Design/Program – Mrs. Gesumaria  
- November 20, 2018 – Great Meadows BOE Mtg. @ 7 pm Pre-K Design/Program – Mrs. Gesumaria  
- December 12, 2018 – Hackettstown BOE Mtg. @ 7 pm Strategic Plan Year End Review – Mr. Mango  
- December 18, 2018 – Great Meadows BOE Mtg. @ 7 pm Strategic Plan Year End Review – Mr. Mango  

 
I look forward to seeing all members of our school communities at upcoming district events and wish everyone a successful, healthy and 
positive start of the school year.  
 
Sincerely,  
David C. Mango 
David C. Mango Superintendent of Schools  
Great Meadows Regional and Hackettstown School Districts 
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CENTRAL SCHOOL NEWS LIBERTY SCHOOL NEWS 

Happy New School Year! We here at Central School hope your 

summer has been filled with fun, family, and friends. As we 

make our way through the dog days, it is nice to look ahead to 

the coming months. 

I am proud to announce three new hires for the Central School 

teaching staff: Ms. Kristyna Lynch (Kindergarten) is a 2018 

graduate of Montclair State University with her Master's degree 

and certification in P-3, K-6 and Teacher of Students with 

Disabilities. 

Ms. Allissa Hoffman (2nd grade) comes to us from a charter 

school in Newark, where she taught 2
nd

 grade for the past three 

years. Allissa is a Moravian College graduate with certifications 

in Elementary and special education. She also holds a Master's 

degree. 

Ms. Michelle McGeary (Kindergarten LLD) has been an aide 

here at Central for the past three years. She is a 2013 graduate 

of Centenary University and hold certifications in Elementary 

and special education. 

In addition, we welcome our new speech therapist, Ms. Chelsae 

Dell Elba, who joins our staff and Child Study Team. 

In 2018-19, we will look to build upon our previous years’ 

successes. As of June, over 90 percent of Central School’s K-2 

students were reading at or above grade level. Our mission is to 

provide every student the tools to achieve this goal in the 

coming year. 

We are also proud to say that our 2018-19 inclusion preschool 

classes are at full capacity. Thanks to the dedication of district 

administration, parents, the community, and our outstanding 

teachers, our preschool program is giving Great Meadows’ 

youngest children a booming head start on their academic 

careers. 

School opens with two early dismissal days on Wednesday, 

September 5 and Thursday, September 6. Our Back to School 

Night will be held Thursday, September 20. Here’s to another 

great year at Central School! 

 

Dear Liberty Elementary School Community, 

As August is upon us, before we know it, a new and exciting 
school year will be here.  Hopefully everyone has had a 
relaxing and enjoyable summer and will be ready to “be 
inspired” come September.   

 I am honored to be given the opportunity to serve the 
community as Acting Principal at Liberty Elementary School.    
As many of you already know, I spent last year as the 
Assistant Principal of Great Meadows Middle School.  I also 
had the unique opportunity to step- in as Principal at Liberty 
when needed, so I am already well-acquainted and very 
excited to work with the amazing students and staff. This 
year at Liberty, I plan to continue with the same exceptional, 
enthusiastic, and approachable leadership that the Great 
Meadows School District has come to know and expect.   

 Liberty Elementary School is thrilled to announce that 
our 2018-2019 theme is “INSPIRE”.  The acronym 
“inspire” speaks to a commitment for everyone 
involved in this educational journey.  Together we can 
say: I will Nurture Success through Perseverance, 
Integrity and Relationships Everyday.  Throughout this 
summer staff members were eager to not only 
diligently prepare their classrooms for September, but 
to happily participate in this year’s school theme by 
decorating their doors with an inspirational quote for 
our students. 

 In addition, we are tremendously excited to have our 
students back this September with some new 
upgrades to our main office.  Thanks to our amazing 
summer custodial staff our office has received a new 
coat of paint.  They have worked day and night to 
make sure we are up and ready for September.  Our 
building looks beautiful and we are eager to start 
another fantastic school year! 

School commences this year with two early dismissals 
on Wednesday, September 5

th
 and Thursday, 

September 6th.  Liberty’s Back to School Night is 
scheduled for September 27

th
 at 7:00 pm.   

Enjoy the rest of your summer, and we will see you 
soon for another exciting year at Liberty! 

Mrs. Jessica McDonagh 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall 2018 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

GMMS Parents/Guardians, 

I hope you are having a very peaceful and restful summer. 
Here at the middle school, we are busy preparing for the 
upcoming school year. With that, we would like to welcome a 
few new staff members to our middle school family. We 
welcome Mr. Tatarka who will be teaching 8

th
 grade science, 

Ms. Roth who will be teaching 6-8 technology education, Ms. 
Gonzalez who will be teaching special education and Ms. 
Napolitano who will be filling in for Ms. Snyder while she is 
out.  As we say goodbye to our departing staff we welcome 
our new teachers to Great Meadows.  
 
Just a reminder that we have added  a Performing Arts 
section to Encore classes so all students will be taking World 
Language, Art, Tech. Ed, and Performing Art. In addition, any 
student that would like to take Chorus or Instrumental music 
will have that opportunity during SMART time up to twice a 
week.  
 
New for this year, as part of our increase in security policies 
and procedures, all staff and students will be required to 
wear their school issued identification daily. Students will 
receive their new IDs about two weeks after picture day 
scheduled for September 10

th
.  

 
Please keep a lookout for upcoming clubs and programs 
which will be posted on our website in August and 
September. Cross Country permission slips and physical form 
are currently available and should be submitted as soon as 
possible to avoid any delay to the start of your child’s season.  
 
Finally, please be sure your child is completing the 
recommended summer assignments for math and ELA. 
Information for academic support  clubs will be going out late 
August to recommend students for our Step Ahead and 
Saturday Tutoring programs which run from October to May.  
 
I hope you enjoy the remaining weeks of summer and we 
look forward to an exciting and academically challenging 
2018-2019 school year. Be safe!! 
 

 
 
 

 
I cannot believe that summer is drawing to a close and fall is 
almost upon us.  It has been a very busy summer this year.  
The faculty has been busy revising the curricula for the 
following areas: Social Studies, Fine Arts, Physical Education, 
Health, and Technology.  The Middle School will be offering a 
new Performing Arts class in their Encore rotation.  We are 
currently working on our GATE program as well.  There will be 
two programs under the GATE umbrella this year.  One 
program will be specifically geared toward gifted students and 
the other will be for high academic achievers.  Both programs 
will include push in and pull out enrichment for identified 
students. 
 
The guidance counselors have begun to create a new 
Character Education program that will be aligned throughout 
the district.  The focus includes a sense of social responsibility 
among all students from grades k-8. This includes training in:  
conflict resolution, harassment intimidation and anti- bullying 
strategies, empathy, and understanding consequences of 
actions.  There will also be an emphasis on civil education and 
mental health. 
 
I am happy to report that we were awarded the ESSA grant 

again this year that will allow our Title 1 Programs to continue.  

The programs are extremely beneficial to our students who 

need a little extra help achieving academic success.  Parents, 

please be on the lookout from your school principal for an 

invitation to our parent meeting if you child is identified as a 

Title I student.  The meeting usually occurs in late 

September/early October. 

I am looking forward to a great year! 

 

 

Debra L. Grigoletti 
Shared Services Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
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09/05/18 – First Day for Students 

                 Early Dismissal (Staff PD Day) 

 

09/06/18 - Early Dismissal Students (Staff PD Day) 

09/10/18 – GMMS Picture Day 

09/10/18 – GMMS Benchmark 1 Window Begins 

09/13/18 – GMMS Back to School Night 

09/17/18 – Liberty Picture Day 

09/18/18 – Central Fall Picture Day 

09/19/18 – PTO Meeting 

09/20/18 – Central Back to School Night 

09/21/18 – GMMS Benchmark 1 Window Closes 

09/25/18 – BOE Meeting 

09/27/18 – Liberty Back to School Night 

 

Dates To Remember 

10/08/18 – No School (Staff PD Day) 

10/12/18 – GMMS Get Together (grades 6-8) 

10/16/18 – BOE Meeting 

10/17/18 – Principal Forum (Liberty School) 

10/18/18 – Principal Forum (GMMS) 

10/30/18 – Central Fall Picture Retakes 

11/05/18–11/07/18 – Early Dismissal 

                                   Parent Conferences 

11/07/18 – GMMS MP1 Ends 

11/08/18 – GMMS MP2 Begins 

11/08/18-11/09/18 – No School 

11/12/18 – Picture Retakes (GMMS & Liberty) 

 

 

 


